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Why Selecting A Good Distributor Is Very Important 
For An Online Auto Part Seller 


Your success as an online auto part seller will depend very much 
on the supplier/distributor you chose whether it is Turn14 parts 
or others. It is only with the right partner will your business run 
smoothly, allowing you to grow successfully. 


Now to select a good distributor, first, you have to understand 
how the auto part supply chain works. 


Auto part supply chain hierarchy 


There is a strict hierarchy when it comes to auto part supply. It 
goes: 


1. Manufacturer: They are the ones creating the auto parts. 
All the designs and development are done by them. 

2. Distributors: They are the people who directly work with 
the manufacturer and buy the products in bulk from them 
and store them in their warehouse to supply to different 
suppliers working with them. 

3. Retailers: They will buy from the distributors and supply 
them to the ultimate customers. Now, the retailers can have 
physical stores or online stores. 


Is this chain strictly maintained? 


To be frank, this chain is somewhat mixed. There can be 
retailers who can also manufacture some auto parts and there are 
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distributors who sell to retailers as well directly to customers. 
Some manufacturers directly work with retailers and there are 
manufacturers who work as their own distributors. Plus, there 
are distributors who are actually working under other 
distributors. So, to succeed, you have to know about this chain 
and find out which rung of the ladder you are working with. 


Why you should go to distributors for your auto parts 


From the above information, you can wonder about going 
directly to the manufacturer and cutting out a distributor for the 
supply of products for your online store. However, there are two 
important reasons for not doing so and they are convenience and 
Service. There are other benefits as well, and some of them are: 


Dropshipping: 


Dropshipping is shipping done by distributors directly to your 
customers. This kind of shipping allows you to offer products 
for sale even when they are not physically available in your 
inventory. Once you pay the distributor for the product your 
customer 1s looking for, they will pick, pack and ship it directly 
from their own warehouse. It allows even small and new auto 
part sellers to sell products without having to invest in huge 
inventory and warehouses. 
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Local delivery 


Some distributors do local delivery and even same-day delivery. 
This is a great option if you plan to have a physical store along 
with your online store. 


Online part-look up 

For an online store getting an order and then not fulfilling it is a 
suicide move. To avoid that, most distributors will have look-up 
tools for retailers to find parts or order 24/7. 


Now, all these services and conveniences will of course come 
with a price. For example, distributors that offer great systems to 
find and order parts will have higher fees and prices. Similarly, 
drop shipping offers a lower margin which same-day delivery or 
local delivery will have a higher cost than normal 3-5 day 


shipping. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, there are many reasons why you should choose a 


turnl4 part distributor or any other distributor for your online 
store as it will give you better inventory and flexibility with 


shipping. 


